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low brow and shallow skull cavity. His critics tell him that he is not properly 
orienting the piece of skull, and the weight of authority is with the critics. 

In general, it is to be said that as a result of the study of each of the speci- 
mens in Buenos Aires combined with a careful investigation of the site where 
«ach was found in the pampas, the conclusion is set forth that not one of the finds 
is other than modern, possibly not even pre-Columbian ; and that in the type 
specimen of Tetraprothomo argentinus the femur upon which the genus is erected 
is not human at all, but belongs to one of the cat family. In still broader state- 
ment the conclusion is reached that there exists not a particle of evidence upon 
-which to rest a belief in the existence of an early man in South America. 

William Churchill. 

AFRICA 

'Twixt Sand and Sea. Sketches and Studies in North Africa. By Cyril 
Fletcher Grant and L. Grant, xii and 504 pp. Map, ills., index. Sampson 
Low, Marston & Co., Ltd., London, 1911. £1 is. 

The authors have aimed at the adjustment of the history of the past of 
the High Barbary to its existing ruins. To do this effectively calls for a 
wide familiarity with the records of Semitic, Roman, Byzantine and Mohamme- 
dan culture, to cite only those factors for which literary material of the past 
is available; and with the several folk movements of obscure Atlas tribes. It 
by no means appears that the authors have toiled over their sources at first 
hand as German students would have done. 

Even their record of modern times warrants the same comment. In dealing 
with the piracy of the Barbary corsairs the authors (page 289) mention the 
blow dealt by Sir Edward Spragg in 1671, followed by this: "at last, in A. D. 1816, 
a more serious effort was made to put an end to the scandal ; Lord Exmouth 
was sent to' Algiers." Within the "at last" is buried the whole record of 
the fact that the United States had cleared the sea; any workmanlike collation 
of the historical material should have unearthed the record of Stephen Decatur 
and the Philadelphia. The same loose handling of facts continues when the 
book touches upon incidents of the present day. In writing about the religious 
usages of Islam, the five daily periods of prayer which are as easy of proof as 
the minarets from which the call comes floating down, the authors designate 
the prayer call (ezzan) by the name of the muezzin who calls it to the 
faithful: (page 412) "the Arab, who is patiently waiting in the minaret, calls 
the muezzin." A footnote or so indicates the employment of Hughes's "Diction- 
ary of Islam." The very slightest use of that great work should have prevented 
such a slip. The volume is finely produced. William Churchill. 

In South Central Africa. Being an account of some of the experiences and 
journeys of the author during a stay of six years in that country. By J. M. 
Moubray. xvi and 198 pp. Map, ills., index. Constable & Co., London, 1912. 
10s. 6d. 9x6. 

This book conducts the reader from the port of Beira to the Victoria Falls 
and then over unfrequented ways through various parts of Northwestern 
Rhodesia. The chapters are written in the narrative style and contain a large 
•mount of unclassified observations. The author is an engineer and a hunter. 
His vocation turns his footsteps towards the mines and thus the diggings near the 
Great Lukanga Swamp, such as Broken Hill Mine, and Silver King Mine, mark 
stages along the route. The chase of big game forms part of nearly every 
chapter and the author is not without some skill both as a hunter and a story 
teller. He dwells at length upon various dangerous insects as the tsetse fly, 
white ant, mosquito, borer and jigger, and shows that they are the great perils 
of the country. He has considerable facility in describing the districts through 
which he passes. As interesting as any area is the Great Lukanga Swamp 
to which a chapter is devoted and the story of the swamp dwellings and 
dwellers is a distinct contribution. Robert M. Brown. 



